
  

    AN  UNAUTHORIZED  ( mostly due to unnecessity, also because I said so being I’m the Author )  PUBLICATION  
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Somehow managing to wing it for now over 48 years…  
 

Welcome                
 

IN THIS REGULAR EDITION COVERAGE ISSUE – You will find:  

(basically in the listed order, tho a stream of consciousness device) 
  

LATEST BUZZ  ( Issue’s Editorial, bearing no relation to the picture on the right ) 
 

Also: Wonder what are these other contents … Can they too be summarized ? 
 

YES ! The FIRST Year 2025 Hornets Nest ACTUALLY DESCRIBED IN HERE ! 
 

You May Call This BUZZ   The “ A JANUARY PLUS All Hail broke loose edit ” 
 

                                                                           ALL INSIDE THIS 
 

CERTIFIABLY ANCIENT PRODUCTION 
(well, maybe just the Editor) 

 

Reminder : http://fremonthornets.yolasite.com/   Just three little pages.  

                        Not a lot to dig through , + Events Calendar web page 3, ALWAYS 

http://fremonthornets.yolasite.com/


  

THE Latest BUZZ  (as of  February 06  2025 1225 PM) 
(a Short Take On Present Buzz) by Mick Burton, Buzz Editor 

YES! Now # 129 In case you are a new reader, the Issue number is off by one always, since # 0  

was outset of this lark. That clarified or muddied, let’s get to some actual important business!  
 

 

“ BEST NEWS Ever, Fellow Club Regains  A Good Mooring ” 
 

  Our good friends at the 

CA Coast’s longest run 

Model Club (over 50 !) 

put out their fine letter 

with this cover recently. 
 

Although I had not been 

able to make it over, now 

want to make sure all of 

you know this news too. 
 

Lester Tockerman and 

his fellow Muddlers did 

a lot to support the R-9 

community, Hornets for  

many years. Lester gone 

alas, but Ramon Lomeli, 

Dave Conneau, Marcum 

Brothers still make sure 

we know M-Bay is going 

strong. Congrats here! 
  

Meetings first Sunday of the 

month at this locale, 1 pm til  
they decide they are done for 

the day  -220 Twelfth Street - 



  

JANUARY 2025, Our Next Hornet’s NEST Held at GAMES of FREMONT’s Shop 
 

 January Fremont Hornet’s Nest, our first for New Year was just after the 40th and final occurrence of NNL West/WCME !    

 As you may know, the Editor (and currently President of Hornets) was Doorman/Greeter for this event for his 9th time in row, 

with joy tempered knowing this was the last one along with fact we were without a great Hornet this time, Mr. Cliff Kranz.  

Cliff was not technically “on listed staff” however I can’t recall any but one of my 9 as being one that he wasn’t part of the very 

vital and chaotic scene of show at the big back gate door where all the WCME vendors would be awaiting permit entry. I did 

speak to Hornets present of this and the double tragedy of losing Andy Kellock who had helmed the last 8 NNL West events, 

only two months before what turned out to be the best recorded total display of models. 1300 plus with number 1015 being our 

Free Hornet, Mr Bob Meyers. I know this because I guided him to park his wonderfully rusty 1926 Mack Bulldog truck next to 

my three autos, and went into shock seeing his hand written tag #1015. You see, before opening doors, the registration staff of 

whom I was third member, had hand numbered 800 plus of the 1001 original tags because they weren’t all done ahead of time 

 So to learn in transit that before 1030 am (doors open at 9 am) we had already blown past that number was a pleasing shock. 
 

As I wrapped up the opening of meeting with all that as I said, we definitely honored the memories of all whom we had lost in 

the years doing the NNL West in a big way with attendance and spirit in solid numbers. The local chapter of Wounded Warriors 

also got a healthy donation of proceeds after expenses as well, as decided by Exec Staff of NNL West ahead of time, since no 

more need to retain funds for future event. 
 

 

HEY WHAT GOES HERE, I’M TALKING TO EMPTY ROOM ?  
 

Yes, YOU THERE… Find out where my club folks are !! 



  

WHEWW ! That’s better. While true we weren’t even at full attendance yet when I started meet, it wasn’t quite that vacant… 

NOW Let’s go MODEL TALK for JANUARY  2025 NEST: (much thanks again to Jim Priete for taking notes for us) 
 



  

Eugenie Ray had gotten this AH-64 Apache in 1/48th scale as one 

of her “taken home” gifts from last month’s SVSM Gift event. She 

noted that her intent is to have it done by March for the follow-up  

“90 Day Wonders” Club Contest which is qualifies for as an entry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Eugenie commented that although the kit is pretty rough it 

is far from the worst she’s had to grapple with in her short 

years as a scale modeler. Editor would wholeheartedly be 

in concurrence with this. As he knows she finished well an 

Alan Bison II, an execrable kit of WWII German armor in 1/35th that he had put in a previous gift exchange. Eugenie mastered 

it, and even won a fine award in Armor at the Sonoma Fundemonium event later that year with that same Bison model !  
  

 Not to forget to mention also, she tried out her first car kit to make sure that the extremely fiddly Accurate Miniatures Corvette 

that she wants to do superb job on for her dad, could be done. So she managed to do a grand job on 1955 molding of Sprint Car. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Randy Ray brought in his latest subscription shipments of magazines which included Extreme Reality Subjects, AFV Modeler, 

Tamiya magazine, Air Modeler. He also happened to have along a paperback copy of The Savage Storm, a WW2 nonfiction. 



  

Anthony Cheung had a pair of Voughts to share, he likes the colors of the A-7 and wanted to do an F4U in blue, too 



  

Anthony was quite correct in his description of these as being a F4U Corsair and an A-7 

Corsair II, by Vought, as indeed that’s how they were called out so by Vought. However 

many don’t know that the F4U was in fact Vought’s 3rd Corsair and the “II” was Fourth. 

 

Here’s the original Vought Corsair – O2U which 

served USN and several foreign air arms in its life. 
 

 It was also the biplane that shot down W. O’Brien’s 

King Kong from the Empire State Building in 1933! 

 

Below it, the 2nd Vought Corsair, the SBU-1 that 

also wasn’t just an obscure one off, 125 were built 

 

SO as Paul Harvey used to say, NOW you know, 

THE REST OF THE STORY… 

 

Meanwhile, here’s more looks at Anthony’s Vought Corsair two. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 



  

Frank Babbitt  carried in as he described it, ‘this old A-10 Revell “ build in Frank’s favorite scale, 1/48. 

 



  

 



  

 

 

 

 



  

Angela Falvey had the President intrigued with this colorful Gundam that she will be building next, on a deadline for her 

HobbyNight channel. Jim had also noted she had wargame figures by Bandai, alas Angela I have no pictures of those :( 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As she pointed out in her talk, this is a very nice Gundam but it is one of the more pricey ones as well. Even when found at a 

discount as she had with hers, it’s not going to be low cost, still worth it for a Gundam enthusiast. Angela reminded us that a lot 

of Gundam even today are very good builds and buys in the 20 to 40 dollar ranges, so check around.  



  

Chris Bucholtz did new 1/72 Arma P-51 as a Tuskeegee Airman, for Nat Metal he  

used Model Master metalizer, 

 

For the tail area, he made serial numbers decal on clear film 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dave Parks showed us a Hobby Boss 1/48 Dicker Max kit and this nifty Rubicon 1/56 (28mm) scale Tiger II with full interior 

and zimmerit 



  

 

 Mike Meek has two 

racers underway, in 

1/24th scale. They are 

Ford GT and Corvette 

C7R by Revell 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Mike was pleased so far with how they build and hopes to have them done in 

relatively short order. But he is working on getting a 1/1 race car on track so 

priorities, you know! 

 

 Basil Medeiros shared his work so far on a Hobby Boss M26 Super Pershing 

for which he made his own metal barrel, no aftermarket item available.  
 

Basil also made weld beads to improve on detailing of this kit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Okay, an aside here, having caught 

Jim Priete not taking voluminous 

detailed notes at the meeting, I’ve 

directed Basil’s Super Pershing to 

turn, take fire upon miscreant … 

 

 

 

We’ll continue to flog membership 

until morale improves !  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t believe I mean it? See below ! 

 

 



  

 Kindly Jeff Mason on the left 

is now having no more of the 

President/Editor’s nonsense, 

he has pressed his skull hopes 

that maybe the nightmare end 

 

 

Meanwhile, on the right, the 

Fine gentleman introduced 

himself as Victor Colin from 

Warren Michigan IPMS club 

out here TDY for his work. 

 

Victor graciously took me up 

on my request to share some of 

his take on our club and also a 

sample of how his outfit works 

 

 He seemed pleased with our 

Hornet’s Nest and expressed 

that it was nice the variety we 

had on tables. 

 

His home club meets at a US 

Military Museum and member 

Roster includes a lot of auto 

modelers, which figures some 

as Michigan is old home of US 

Automotive 1/1 scale industry 

 

 

 



  

Oh no! I am too late, Jeff is offering cash to another member to just do me in… by the way that’s Jeff’s M51 WIP below 

 



  

 

More looks at Jeff’s Isherman 

and the F-35B he also had here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Tamas Nemeth moved his 1/72nd scale Bandai Star Wars X-Wing fighter to what looks like finish line to me. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Joel Weber speeds along with his marvelous reproduction in 

miniature of his neighbor’s farm truck. Considering how nice his 

trucks have turned out, I’d seriously look into theft insurance if 

he takes them out of our meeting or his house jurisdiction. 
 

His last “rusted remarkable” was never seen again along with its 

companion soda machine working service pickup, after the 39th 

NNL West show. So I am not being entirely facetious here. 

 

No, he didn’t leave the keys in ignition and they weren’t parked 

on a “no parking or will be towed at your expense table” 



  

 DJ Balderrama was hard at 

work making a 1/144 scale 

German super heavy railway 

gun, aka “ Dora ” 

 

You may recall not so long ago 

our member Norm who had a 

1/350th diorama of the 

entire artillery emplacement of 

this same WW2 legend. 

 

I bring this up to lend scale to 

the upcoming discussion. 

 

Take note of the size of the 

parts in hand and on table… 

 

This also in any scale is no 

Small feat to accomplish a 

Build of, even if you only do 

the field gun itself and none of 

the ancillary equipment. 

 

 



  

With all that prefacing in mind, compare the light grey piece in DJ’s hand above with the dark gray piece here below…in 1/35th 

That’s correct, the SAME side of chassis component, his is in 1/144, the one he has here is Dad’s 1/35th version from the NNL 
 

OK DJ, we’ll let you get back to your model now thanks for being the “Vanna” for the big Dora. 
 

 As his dad Dave Balderrama explained, many folks never understood one of the great side 

benefits of attending the NNL West show over the years was the fact that part of it was actually the 

West Coast Model Expo, the two had always run together over the NNL West history with original 

being a two day show (shopping both days all day, the option to display model cars was either or 

both at your discretion) with finally having to condense to the more familiar one day blowout. 
 

 While of course beijg a model car event, the displays were all basically “civilian” vehicles, and the 

bulk of the vendors were auto/auto model related, vending tables would be sold to honest folks. As 

happens, sometimes some pretty good deals in armor, aircraft, space, fantasy would be on offer in 

vendor area. Like this 1/35th scale Dora that Dave got for a good price and needed semi to haul off. 



  

Speaking of Dave and the NNL West, here was the 1/43rd scale car he had meant to have ready to show at the last NNL West 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Ethan Larson managed to mirror some of 

David and DJ’s nearby projects by sheer 

coincidence. 

 

On the left, Ethan’s three subjects, and soon I 

will demonstrate how two of them related to 

Dora models… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First, a close up of 

Ethan’s “ Gamer 

Gang ” on right. 

 

Which my way of 

saying I haven’t a 

clue what these are 

character wise, but 

I am betting they are 

part of Warhammer 

40K or similar genre 

 

No notes but based 

on past meetings. 

 

Next up, a better look 

at the other models: 

 



  

Okay, in between you may spot a small finished model that bears strong resemblance to a large painted sub assembly and so 

also begin to get the idea that the blue grey unpainted resin pieces, painted sub assembly are in fact, upscaled versions of it! 



  

Below, an alumnus Hornet, Greg Guild, sits across from VP David Parks, Greg made it to meeting to say hello, sell some kits. 



  

Many Thanks for the visit Greg, and thanks for the books! Some of us helped lighten this storage load for him as well.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And that’s that for 2025 January Nest.   Okay. Done for now. Let’s look at some upcoming events, shall we?  -mb  



  

    In APRIL 2025, Free Hornet Aaron Rhetta is sponsoring a cool contest at his other hobby locale, GTC in San Jose:  

 

 

 

For a limited time, I will have a PDF of Aaron’s “How To Paint Lightning” entry which neatly exemplifies what he is after for 

this interesting challenge contest, on line here:  
                                                                              https://fremonthornets.yolasite.com/ 

https://fremonthornets.yolasite.com/


  

ON SAME SATURDAY, Aaron’s brother Adam is having this hard charging contest, at same place, GTC in San Jose 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

THIS IS THEIR LATEST CLUB FLYER which has helpful links and information for your enjoyment, Thanks Aaron ! 

 

 

               THEN IN MAY, WE HAVE TWO IPMS Club  SHOWS 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

THEN IN JUNE… 



  

Coming Up NEXT   
 

The Next Hornets Nest Night Is FRIDAY FEBRUARY 14 2025 
 

REMINDER – WE WILL BE AT OUR  MEET VENUE in FREMONT 
 

Treasurer/VP Dave Parks has again come through for the Club with this new plan 
 

We will begin meeting at 7:30 PM and end by 10 PM, that is a surety. Short bit of 

business to get our bearings and then we go to Model Talk in depth. We are the 

appreciative guests of this Hobby Game Establishment and we will endeavor to make 

them quite pleased to have us as regular attendees in future as they & we grow more. 
 

GAMES of FREMONT , 39281 Fremont Hub #200, Fremont CA 
 

Located in the Fremont Hub Shopping Center, Corner of Mowry Ave & Fremont Blvd 

 
 

         PLUS IN A FUTURE NEXT EDITION 
 

WE MAY SEE WHAT WENT ON AT THE LATEST YUBA CITY and FRESNO events 
 

STAY TUNED 
 

ALONG WITH COVERAGE OF MORE NEWS OF OUR SUCCESS HOSTING TRI CITY SIXTEEN IN YEAR 2024 

 

And possibly, some explore in more detail of a future FREE HORNETS Club Contest event plan… 
 

Reminder : http://fremonthornets.yolasite.com/   Just three little pages. 
 

- Mick Burton, madman at large  – DAZE61283@mypacks.net                 

 ( sole fool responsible for bad content or rude comment here )  “ Come for the models  Stay for the Sarcasm “ 

http://fremonthornets.yolasite.com/
mailto:DAZE61283@mypacks.net

