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Somehow managing to wing it for now over 40 years…  
 

 

 

 

Welcome                
 

IN THIS ISSUE – You will find: (basically in the listed order, tho a stream of consciousness device)  
 

A Short Take on Present BUZZ ( Issue’s Editorial, in case you need clarification ) 
  

The Free Hornets in Sacramento in February, another look oddly enough  
 

An AUGUST LOOK as Prez/Editor Continues Reporting On More Prehistoric Hornets (can no one stop him?)  
 

It Was A Double Dog Dare Ya Moment In Time ! To get an idea of what, you’ll simply have to read on 

 
A first but far from last look at SV CLASSIC # 4 – ON THE HOOK ! Get an idea of  Free Hornet Deep Connection 
 

ALSO FIND NEWS OF Reno High Rollers # 18 and AVG Desert Classic # 21, coming in the Fall 

PLUS OPEN COCKPIT DAYS COMING TO TWO DIFFERENT MUSEUMS in SPRING & FALL with Models! 
 

Reminder : http://fremonthornets.yolasite.com/ Just three little pages.  Not a lot to dig through, Events Calendar web page 3, ALWAYS 

http://fremonthornets.yolasite.com/


THE Latest BUZZ (as of  March 13 2017 morning) 
(a Short Take On Present Buzz) by Mick Burton, Buzz Editor (& Hornets Treasurer a Deux, Current Contest Director for 2016/17 season)  

YES! Now # 62  In case you are a new reader, the Issue number is off  by one always, since # 0  

was outset of this lark. That clarified or muddied, let’s get to some actual important business!  
 

 
 

 

  
 

 “ And THAT’s A WRAP ! We’re Now DONE with Region Nine Shows NOW UNTIL FALL ” 
 

 

  Linger over any and all evidence you may find online or in form of publication such as this one, for some 

time in weeks ahead , if you’re one who takes inspiration or rejuvenation of  “building spirit” from “events” 
 

  Editor (and TC-13 Contest Director) confirmed to his satisfaction that until convincingly notified otherwise 

in PUBLISHED FORM, there are no other organized “public invitational events” by any Region Nine IPMS 

clubs until Reno High Rollers 18
th

 Classic in September. Followed a week later by TriCity Thirteen, and now 

we have IPMS Silver Wings making an appreciated final effort for 2017 event year of ours with USS Hornet. 
 

  We’ve now also firm notice that October, not November, will effectively be the WrapUp for 2017 Events in the 

West Coast, as AVG’s Desert Classic 21 arrives on last Saturday of that month. So for those who have often had 

voiced “we shouldn’t be having so many events, Burton, we should have just a few good ones.” I  can only say, 

“Be Careful What You Wish For, You NOW HAVE IT” (but perhaps not how you were picturing or wanted it…) 
  

 No problem confessing here, I am a long time Road Warrior and  fan for “going to shows wherever whenever” 

even to points in past being tagged as a “Trophy Hoe” so my lamentation is in part , just selfish wistfulness. Yet 

also, a mild concern that less is not more, but just that, less in the future. Let’s hope I am utterly wrong 
 
– mick 

 

 

The Hornets Nest Night Friday April 14 @ Irvington Locale 

PLANNED TO BE 
Buildfest if you like, MODEL TALK / DISPLAY & a minimum of Business 



COLORFUL REMINDERS OF UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER for sure ! 
AND COMING NOW  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

================================= 

                   SATURDAY OCTOBER 28 
 

Antelope Valley Group’s 21
st
 DESERT CLASSIC in LANCASTER 

 

                 THEME  WILL BE  “ The Psychedelic Sixties “ 
 



The Free Hornets President REMINDS OF THE AGREED UPON CHOICE HERE  FOR THOSE THAT MISSED THAT PART 

 

2017 Gruppe Build Officially  

 is 

“The Cat’s Meow” 
 

(anything, anyway, feline or related, any scale, any subject as long as you can claw your way in…) 
 

Besides Cougars of all kind, also 

coincidentally happens that our 

2017 “ Unofficial ” (as expensive 

or  of low interest or couldn’t be 

bothered with) Club Build choice 

of  “ Tamiya Tomcats ”, using 

a new 1/48 F-14A only, FITS IN! 

 

C’mon, think about it. You know you can find something in 

“your line of work”. Ships? USS Lionfish will fit in ! Union 

Navy’s USS Couer de Lion as well.  How about USS Gato ? 

Stay tuned, Captain is going to have more “prompts” for yo 
======================================================================================================== 

COMMISSION OPPORTUNITY 
YOUR CAPTAIN BURTON is seeking a 2017 Gruppe Build XO (Exec Officer) 
 

Duties include: Reminding others of the project, wrangling them into shape for entry 

at scheduled events for 2017/2018, being at TriCity 13 in time to make sure this entry 

is made in COLLECTIONS CATEGORY AND ALL ITEMS GO INTO THAT !! 
 

Pro: No Pay, No Thanks, No Appreciation, Plenty of Harassment & Grief during year 
 

Con: What the Captain is attempting here, under guise of “delegating important work” 

 

Our President will be glad to review anyone who still hasn’t determined what’s what here, just email at daze61283@mypacks.net with your query…   
 

mailto:daze61283@mypacks.net


 

A Second Look At Launch of Region NINE Event Year with SILVERCON 2017 
 

Text/Photos: Mick Burton                Models: Modelers Aplenty 
 

 The Silver Wings chapter host us all again at the Town & Country Lutheran Church and School in Sacramento. Here is 

another visit by the Editor, to expand on overall experience and focus on some of his favorite subjects amongst all this.  
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Plenty of vendors, plenty of friends, plenty models to look at. As good as it 

gets in all the aspects that make our shows something to look forward to  

 Plus of course, we’ll give more of a taste of  “ signature “ for each 

club in their shows, which just adds to the fun.  
 

 For those who aren’t familiar of  

Silver Wings club events, there’s 

the double entendre in offering of  

“Railroad” as contest category.  
  

 Our hobby roots in Scale Rail 

with much commonality even 

today. Plus, Sacramento is the 

home of the CA State Railroad 

Museum 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Here in the Editor’s opine, are three fine examples of 

how “the original scale modelling machines hobby” 

still captures in combine, the essence of it all.  

 

 History, detailed rendering in miniature of mech and 

form, range of subject and colorful possibilities, plus 

chance for modeler to express his own individuality 

cf talents in choice, execution of subject even when a 

“ mass produced ” or  “ everyday “ item is it. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“ Cars ” indeed, could almost be said as  

signature double of the Sacramento show,  

for that city also is home to a splendid big 

California Automobile Museum.  

 

 Seems that this year’s Silvercon had its 

own moment in the sun on that score. The 

range of history and types of auto models 

in competition, scale rivalled museum ! 

  

 



 

 

 

 



 



 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 The variety in Stock vehicles this year was especially lovely this year, what with old Model T, Logger Truck/Trailer, Toyota Land Cruiser, Jeep 

Rubicon, Ford Boss 429, Shelby Charger, Pontiac GTO, ZR-1 Corvette, Chevy Fed Ex Van among them. Then, for a complete change in wheels… 

 



This is a fairly new release, and only recently known it even existed to this Editor, in scale or 1/1 form. A different “USAAF” subject, to be sure  

 



 

Although we Free Hornets didn’t manage to captain our own Gruppe 

Build for 2016 for entry at Silvercon into Collections category, there 

was definitely a “gaggle of airliners” present in the specific category. 

 

The Editor was especially enamored of the Fuji Dream Airliner, below      The Biplanes category wasn’t underserved either, and had another favorite.  

 

 



 

 This is a 1:48
th

 scale Sopwith Schneider by Special Hobby, which has undergone conversion to the single seat Sopwith  Baby scout/recon/fighter. It 

was used as an “Anti-Zeppelin” solution to some success. This particular schemed aircraft served on the World War One Palestinian Front  



 

 

   
 



 Looking across tables found no lack of aircraft model entries in several 

categories. Above, Free Hornet Gabriel Lee dominated in 1/72 Jet with 

FIVE single engine jets as you see above. He ended up rewarded, too ! 
 

  Gabriel had a gaggle of Latin American single engine prop fighters on 

 table as you see below . There was a fairly new to circuit entrant from Vacaville whom I met, Mr Jim Rollison, here’s his Revell AEW Shackleton :  



 Interestingly, not all the tables of aircraft models to be seen at Silvercon 2017 were entrants, for instance this group of 1/72
nd

 scale lovelies, below, 

are part of the Warbirds Hobby vendor table, these are builtups offered for sale . Not often seen built up are several, and those two Lockheeds are 

particular favorites.  Editor would bet on the likelihood it’s also a small number of show regulars who’ve seen Supermarine Walrus, F7Us often … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Okay, to close out this second and last look by the Editor at Sacto’s Silvercon 2017, two more Free Hornet’s works (Bob Meyers and Ben Pada) in 

the Armor divisions (and congratulations to Free Hornet Dave Parks who won in the Armor cats, too) with USA Chaffee, German Panther and Soviet 

T-55 in Middle Eastern national service. Then some award shots 

 

 Somewhat hidden yet you can still be 

getting an idea of flavor and style, the 

3
rd

 place  “ Sandwich ”  award that is 

below Gabriel Lee’s FAC Sabre.  
 

 Gabriel had a somewhat interesting 

route taken in getting this award, as 

fellow Free Hornet Jim Priete got the 

nod at announcement for this winning 

 It was quickly resolved and on we go. 
 

 Jim Priete won THREE awards with 

three entries, here is an example of 2
nd

 

place “sandwich” with his Mach 2 kit 

X-24. He deserves award for building 

this model in first place! 

 

 



 The Editor (as veteran Contest Director) 

appreciates Silver Wings use of sandwich 

awards (the proper name if you order is “ 

4 screw card holders, acrylic”, # x # size) 

over the years, as he also chooses to use. 
 

 Also appreciated is that these show that a 

typo slipping in best fashion to rue later, 

is shared by us all. On the right, a sample 

of 1
st
 place sandwich, with the common 

“flip side” to all three award sandwiches. 
 

 Note the date prominently featured, with 

a friendly impish reminder how little bits 

can still go awry. Collector ‘s item stuff ! 

Now on deck of someone’s fine USS Fletcher class, we sail into blessed history for this event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-fini mb 

 

 

 

 

 



AND COMING IN LATE SPRING WITH ALSO A “MODEL RELATED EVENT INCLUDED” AT ANOTHER MUSEUM 
                                                        ( a MAKE ‘n TAKE hosted by IPMS FRESNO SCALE MODELERS  ) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

. 



THE 

TIME 

MACHINE 

Of  The  

Free Hornets 
 

LOOKING BACK AT FORTY – Hornets Aplenty, R-9 Event Dreams too     
 

 Yes, 2017 marks the 40
th

 year for charter of IPMS/Fremont Chapter, Region Nine of 

the International Plastic Modeler’s Society, USA aka “ The Fremont Hornets ” or as 

President/Editor likes to refer, “ Free Hornets “.  While this Editor hasn’t been a member 

for the entire span, he has been lucky enough to be friends with some who have. Also, 

known several of the Hornets who will be part of this continuing series on our history. 
 

FOR OUR SIXTH INSTALLMENT:  
 

Vol II No. 2 (only our 16
th

 Newsletter !)  
 

 AUGUST  ’78 newsletter clipped here finds us  

still meeting now at Los Cerritos Community 

Center, thanks to Prop. 13’s first shock waves 

taking Centerville off line. Notwithstanding: 

 

Then newly elected 1978/1979 

Fremont Officers were already 

looking at better days: 
 

 Thanks to Mr Cliff Kranz and 

his generosity loaning me the 

archive material to divine full 

idea of what was outlined in 

this issue, “details to follow”  
 

 Quite ambitious a dream here! 



Fremont Hornets continued success with Guest Speakers accompanied by A/V materials, as you can read in this thanks to July 1978’s guest. Armor 

was the emphasis theme for upcoming August 11 1978 meet, a shock I am sure to those who think “Hornets are an airplane modeler club, only,,,”  

 

 Another look too, above, at days long ago when we had another hobby 

shop likely unheard of to many of you readers today. Notice the drawing 

on the business card is a locomotive, as mentioned in earlier article on 

Sacramento model show, our roots in this scale model hobby originate 

in that of scale rail.  
 

 On the left one may see how active summer weeks were and howthis 

Club managed to be involved in some of that.  
 

 Okay then, having lead with a pointer to “details when available” for a 

rarely achieved but oft enough dreamed “two day scale model gig “ out 

here in the Western regions, this one having been planned for by those 

on the seaside who’d already managed to do so on their own by then… 
 

Ahead of that, thanks again to “the guy with  the funny mustache” as 

he was noted in August ’78, Mr Cliff Kranz, for having this to share; 

and so very timely in its own way, as the club that put this out there is celebrating their Golden Anniversary this year. Hats off to Monterey Bay: 



 

 

 

                     

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 



 

  Yes, you’re reading that right, “MASTER CATEGORY “, which even today gets plenty of  “airplay ”was well engineered here, “back in the day” 

 



Read on and you will learn that all this came from the hard working team of Monterey Bay and one of their members specifically who was then the 

Region Nine RC, making this effort in pretty professional manner with some convincing depth of recent experience and smartly, a real deadline! 
 

 This questionnaire was the final portion of this double sided single sheet communique outlining well this ambitious dream for a Region 9 & 8 event 

 

YOU CAN READ IN NEXT ISSUE  of  The TIME MACHINE  how this all hard work and prep came out in end . Right now, it’s “cleanup and 

wrapup time” for this edition. First item on agenda there: A clip from “supplement handout” by Editor Mal Emhart, from early summer ‘78 

 



This clip was in middle of  full page handout  done for passage to members in May 1978 which covered many local items of interest for June/July ‘78 

 

  Just to make sure that one doesn’t get impression that only the Fremont Hornets were cornering the “cool guest speakers” all during this time… 

 

NOW WE HEAD ON OUT PLANNING  NEXT TO CONTINUE LOOK AT THIRD QUARTER  OF FREE HORNETS, 1978 … 
 

BUT FIRST, the “rest of the puzzle story” from an earlier Time Machine teaser, which honestly,  Editor has 

doubts will shed too much light on “the full answer” of  when and where this fits in our 40 years of Hornets 
                                                                                                                     
It’s very informative in this manner stating clearly “OR: Your Idea”  

 

 

Two former Presidents of our club could 

easily shed more than Morning Sun on all 

you see here…if you can find them   

 

On return, WE BEGIN IN SEPTEMBER 

of 1978… Again, may surprise some  
 

  

Wha? The ALERT Horns sounding? 

 

OH MY, appears my time here is up, 

 must join with associates for a look 

 to the future... 
       

 

  

 See you next issue  - mickb 



First Looks 2017 SVSM SV CLASSIC # 4  SHOW “On The Hook “ 
Photos/Text: Mick Burton                  Models: Everyone Else ! 

 

 Here’s a pretty convincing Free Hornet “deep connection” and presence at SV Classic Four on 

Saturday, March 4
th

 2017. Mike Woolson (a dual passporter, member of  Hornets and SVSM ) 

holds his latest handcrafted Special Award, SA 13 The Steven & Anita Travis Subject of Honor   

 It was won by the entry below, from a modeler of the IPMS Las Vegas community !  Nice . 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Here is snother Free Hornet, Alumnus Jim Sigman, winner of SA1 (BOSS), SA3 (Theme On the Hook) and SA8 (Best Aircraft) with this A-6E 

 
 

 Next time, we 

will learn detail 

on a Silk Purse 

from Sow Ear 

win here… 
 

Plus a lot more 

 



COMING UP 

 IN THE NEXT EDITION 
  

 
 

 

MORE LOOKS AT THE SHOW  

March 4 SV Classic by SVSM 
 

 

PLUS  
 

 

DETAILED ACCOUNT FOR MARCH 2017 HORNET NEST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTINUING A LOOK IN DETAIL AT   

                 FREE HORNETS  

                             WAAAAAAYYYYYYY  

                     BACK  

                                        WHEN 

 

 

 

 

 
- Mick Burton, madman at large  – DAZE61283@mypacks.net                 

 ( sole fool responsible for bad content or rude comment here )   

“ Come for the models  Stay for the Sarcasm “ 

 

 

 

 

mailto:DAZE61283@mypacks.net


 

 

   TRI-CITY  CLASSIC  13 
                   Scale Model Contest and Exhibition 

 

         Sunday, September 17  2017 
   

Milpitas Community Center    457  E Calaveras Blvd.     Milpitas,  California    9am - 5pm 

 

 56 Categories of Competition in  Aircraft,  Autos,  Figures,  Ships,  Military Vehicles, Space & Fictional, and  Paper Kits  
 

This Year’s Theme " Australia " (anything Australia/NZ or directly related) 
 

 

NEW Special Awards in addition to traditional First/Second/Third place are: 
 

   

                                               “ On The Beach ” Award for Best Entry befitting the Contest Theme 
 

                                  “ Blast The Bush ” ( three awards for:  Best ANZAC,  RAAF,  or UK Nuclear Weapon Subject ) 
                                                   

             “ Mad Max, Road Warrior “ Award for Best Post 1945 Australian/NZ subject 
 

         

       Plus   these:   “ At Dawn’s Early Light  ”,  “ Best Twin Engine Lightning “,   “ Best  1917 ” ,  “ Tasmanian Titan ”  
 

                        Also:      Vendors, a raffle and other fun items announced on day of event!                  Free Admission to all spectators! 

 

 Contestant Entry: $ 10 for modelers 18 & older w/ TEN model entries or less ($1 each additional entry)  All modelers 17/under,  FREE/unlimited entries  

For Vendor Information, contact Lou Orselli by phone at (510) 481-7335   VALID CA SALES TAX PERMIT REQUIRED 

   

Email Contest Director Mick Burton directly at DAZE61283@mypacks.net with “Tri City 13 Contest” on subject line 

 

http://www.ipmsfremonthornets.org-a.googlepages.com/home
http://www.ipmsfremonthornets.org-a.googlepages.com/home
http://www.ipmsfremonthornets.org-a.googlepages.com/home

