
  

    AN  UNAUTHORIZED  ( mostly due to unnecessity, also because I said so being I’m the Author )  PUBLICATION  
 

The BUZZ – of  The Fremont Hornets V.1  
 

Issue 144Z                                      March 08  2026  

 

 

 

 

Somehow managing to wing it for now over 49 years…  
 

Welcome                
 

IN THIS SPECIAL EDITION COVERAGE ISSUE – You will find:  

(basically in the listed order, tho a stream of consciousness device) 

 LATEST BUZZ  ( Issue’s Editorial, bearing no relation to the picture on the right ) 

Also: What comprises other contents …  Can they be summarized ? YES 

Just Enough Room for REVEAL of a past Hornets Nest (OCTOBER 2025) & EXPO News  
 

ALSO another scant look at calendar for 2026, Editorially speaking (updated flyers!) 
 

You May Call This BUZZ  The “ Totally Getting Caught Up At The Moment issue ” 
 

                                                                           ALL INSIDE THIS 

CERTIFIABLY ANCIENT PRODUCTION 
(well, maybe just the Editor) 

Reminder : http://fremonthornets.yolasite.com/   Just three little pages 

                                                   Not a lot to dig through , + Events Calendar web page 3, ALWAYS 

http://fremonthornets.yolasite.com/


  

                        THE Latest BUZZ  (as of  MAR 08  2026 1158 AM) 
(a Short Take On Present Buzz) by Mick Burton, Buzz Editor 

YES! Now # 145 In case you are a new reader, the Issue number is off by one always, since # 0  

was outset of this lark. That clarified or muddied, let’s get to some actual important business!  
 

 

“ MODEL Expo EVOLUTION REVOLUTION Opens REGISTRY Oh YES ” 
 

Again I am excited to see how this works out as this is a common chokepoint for all clubs staging events and even the USA 

Nationals have found it still can be administrative snarl, and they get a few days to run we get a few hours.  
 

PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE and HELP PROMOTE EVERYONE trying out this offered improvement for R-9 opener show 

   --- 
 

Wine Country Model Expo – April 11, 2026 (Petaluma, CA)   
Pre-registration is now open for the upcoming April 11 Wine Country Model Expo  

hosted by the Wine Country Model Club. 

 

Preregistered modellers may check in at the 𝐏𝐫𝐞𝐫𝐞𝐠𝐢𝐬𝐭𝐫𝐚𝐭𝐢𝐨𝐧 𝐏𝐚𝐜𝐤𝐞𝐭 𝐏𝐢𝐜𝐤𝐮𝐩 𝐥𝐢𝐧𝐞 for fast, no-wait pickup of registration 

packets, table display placards and name badges — then head straight to the display tables 

.  

Your materials will be ready when you arrive. No filling out forms at the door.  

 

Here’s the link for pre-registration:   

https://www.zeffy.com/.../ticke.../wine-country-model-expo-2 

 

More information:   

www.winecountrymodelexpo.com 
 

 ======================================================================================= 

  Many thanks to the Exec of this show for sharing with me this newsletter ready to publish handy tool , see you there! – mb 

See also page 28 for their OFFICIAL FLYER 

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/wine-country-model-expo-2?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExd2p5YkZQdWVnWmxyOXZOSHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7fLCqSkSvefKB9dpWJSC8ynJTs330-RfbWM4gTcGVn9g-S6taFKOf1olSrgw_aem_dnlNqf_lQQKKMv6rwrkCRQ
http://www.winecountrymodelexpo.com/


  

MARCH 13 2026 Free Hornets MOM & TOM theme: 
 

MECHATRONIC Menagerie  

 
 

WHAT? REAL SIMPLE : 
 

Up to FIVE total (ANY MODEL associated with Gundam or Mecha genre) 
 

 

GO WITH IT!  BE A SAVAGE COMPETITOR 

 

JUST SO YOU KNOW (and can plan ahead, you savage, you) Here’s what else on: 

 

https://freehornetsannex2.yolasite.com/tom-april-2026.php   “ACES HIGH” 

 

https://freehornetsannex2.yolasite.com/tom-may-2026.php  “ MAXIMUM OVERDRIVE ” 

 

https://freehornetsannex2.yolasite.com/tom-june-2026.php  “JUST IN TIME” 

 

https://freehornetsannex2.yolasite.com/tom-july-2026.php “ JIG IS UP ” 

 

https://freehornetsannex2.yolasite.com/tom-august-2026.php “AFTER THE RAIN STOPS ” 

https://freehornetsannex2.yolasite.com/tom-april-2026.php
https://freehornetsannex2.yolasite.com/tom-may-2026.php
https://freehornetsannex2.yolasite.com/tom-june-2026.php
https://freehornetsannex2.yolasite.com/tom-july-2026.php
https://freehornetsannex2.yolasite.com/tom-august-2026.php


  

So RED for An Absolutely Rockin October ‘25 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yet, enough beforehand  keeping up with theme of the month,  

so you know now, TOM/MOM competition results be at end as I  

go through all the models. Also, my memory is at times scant as 

are my notes, so this is best pictures with essay now for posterity  



  

 Aaron Rhetta came in nearly before Model Talk was 

to start, so the President’s delegate MC (the Editor) 

made him the first up, of course.  

 

 Which helped in a way now, much later. Take a look at the only two shots I have, and yes while look pretty similar note that if 

I had chosen right hand one over the left, you might be left with idea of a completely different set of offerings. Yet there’d be no 

clear indication if you ask me. On the left, the true and correct state is Aaron had five items: A small hero on a brick base, two 

Dragon Ball Z figures, a vivid violet vehicle and a blue/black Gundam. Then right, he seems to have a small hero on brick, two 

Dragon Ball Z figure, an interesting yellow hair orange faced Gundam, no?  But wait, there’s picture, as evidence of only four ! 



  

 Mark Schynert making great advancement since last month 

on his twin engine demons with lovely lines, in 1/72nd scale 

 The now unmasked DH Mosquito in green/grey is Tamiya, 

Yes, but it doesn’t just fall together and there is one small 

window that has been bane of Mark’s build here.   

 The XP-49 Lightning is a resin Anigrand kit, and provides all 

the same fun with twin boom pod fuselage align as a P-38… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Plus of course, if you are building it stock, there’s only one scheme (all shiny natural 

aluminum) which is ultra easy to achieve with a resin limited edition (correct, NOT !) 
 

 Nonetheless, the Editor for one wishes to cheer Mark on here to finish this project, as  

this elegant little known member of the Lightning family deserves to be seen again. 

 

 Also, selfishly, if Mark does so, Editor can enjoy it vicariously and not build his 😊 

 

John Larson was not missing the President’s plan for  “ RED ” October theme of the 

month, he was ready with his 1/72nd scale Apollo 27. 

 

Along with a WIP machine gun on tripod. I guess in case the Judges decision wasn’t in a 

favorable light ? Luckily, the ammo box was open and clearly empty. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Now, for a possibly jarring juxtapose… 

 

 

 

 

 

 Think this is a .50 caliber American MG 

but again, just a speculation. Looks good 
 

 The Apollo 27 in 1/72nd is a Pegasus 

Hobbies fictional spacecraft designed to 

totally riff on 1950s early ‘60s concepts 
 

Most appreciated that John brought this 

along as the Editor pointedly ignored the 

model when espying it for months on the 

Hobbies Unlimited shelf. He wishes now 

he’d gotten some at a discount, after on 

line research reinforced John’s take that 

this is a fun fast build and you can do as 

he did, “ build it Burger King, have it 

your way”  

 

Definitely considered an entry for the 

“RED” October club competition, yes 



  

 Angela Falvey had an entry 

for Club competition and two 

new WIP projects that I never 

would have guessed origins.  

 

 She shared that these are new 

3-D print prototypes, based on 

smaller item from SF/Fantasy 

character models. Angela and 

colleagues want to use them 

in future cosplay events as 

props, and this is a smarter 

scratchbuilding solution. 

 

 I don’t have any notes on the 

weaponry or the sources, just 

as I haven’t any identity other 

than “Red Creature” for her 

entry below. My apologies. 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 Mark Balderrama had an update on his work rebuilding large scale F-86F Sabre that he got earlier in year, when John Larson 

had the “ceiling hangers” from Hobbies Unlimited on offer at a meeting. Mark is restoring into colorful scheme of a test bed 

which will be very striking. He also had two entries in the “ RED ” event; a F-15J in JASDF anniversary scheme and a F-104 

which I can only now speculate was either a Canadian or JASDF anniversary scheme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 Frank Babbitt had quite the container for 

taking his Nord Noratlas to the IPMS Nats, 

I had a picture but sadly had no room left in 

finished BUZZ here to show you. Oh! Well, 

look to the lower right, that’s all I could fit. 

 

 As you may gather here, Frank’s French 

twin got to and from show well intact, even 

came back with an award ! 

 

Ever the engineer, Frank checks for 

quality being maintained every time 

 

 

 Noratlas inside, really? 

Step over here , Sir… 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘  

 

 

 

 

Chris Bucholtz now has his Canadian Chevrolet truck on a base, on way to being a vignette. Figure waving his arms likely in 

alarm that he’s clearly not same scale as that truck, nor the aircraft, what’s a soldier to do ?! Hang tight on blue flower foam … 

 

The grey Supermarine Spitfire F.21 of Chris’s is moving along.  He was charitably describing the F-106A Delta Dart here as a 

long awaited replacement for the now ancient 1970s Hasegawa kit, which turned out WAY OVER engineered in many ways. 

 

Thank you MENG, for making it so this kit will be as much work as the old one, just in different manner. How modern of you. 



  

 New Member Larry Heisler had quite a project underway with the naval vessels. They are going to accurately portray the 

British Royal Navy ship that took on the Martian War Machines in H.G. Wells’ 1898 ! novel “ The War of the Worlds ”  

 I am guessing the motorcycle project is just to relax with something easier in between… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HMS Thunderchild is the heroic “ torpedo ram warship “, which ends up sacrificing itself and crew whilst taking out two 

Martian tripod war machines thus distracting them. So that the narrator along with others escape on a paddle boat that is 

amongst a fleet of escape vessels leaving the Essex coast. I have no details on how Larry got this all underway here. 



  

 

 

 Larry’s motorcycle looks pretty good 

sized and is well underway.  

 

 As happens when one is conducting 

meet in a noisy room, all his splendid 

details were not caught by my ears, 

so check with Larry if you like more 

 

 

 To my recollection now, this below is 

the other rendition of the fictional HMS 

Thunderchild from the novel. Mind you 

there was a real ship class at the time of 

Wells writing, known as a torpedo ram, but he didn’t specify the real one in any fashion. So now anyone artistically interpreting 

it is left pretty wide latitude. “ A huge ironclad, with several guns and two funnels, sitting so low as to appear waterlogged…” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joel Weber had this early ‘70s Mustamg well along 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 Louis Orselli did this SM.79 Sparviero proud, that camouflage was a 

carefully applied in stages process. That was no one sit down, all done. 

 

 These trimotor aircraft were pretty fearsome, serving well as torpedo 

bombers and fast medium bombers, also gained amusing nicknames. 
 

 There was even plans to deploy them as radio controlled drone bomb 

carrier. However, the first try suffered a radio failure in flight, pilotless 

SM.79 flew over ships it was aimed at, continued steadily on to crash 

into Algeria. War was over for Italy before program went much further. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 Alan O’Neal brought the Desert Fox back to life on a 

smaller scale, nicely done. 

 

 This is his 1/35th scale render of the command vehicle 

“GREIF” , a Sdkfz 250/3 armored halftrack that Erwin 

Rommel used during North Africa campaign.  

 

Griffon is the English translation, I don’t know if the kit 

is the old Tamiya or fairly new Takom. 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ethan Larson had three mighty active warriors here, one of them was 

an entry for the monthly contest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Ben Pada had his nearly done lineup of a 

2 seat Zero, early Spitfire and J2m Raiden 

 

Anthony Cheung had two 1/72nd WW2 

Luftwaffe birds done, Me-109 Hasegawa 

along with a Focke Wulf   

 

 All I have now for decent pic is the barely 

visible green wingtip of his Fw-190 in the 

lower left of Ben’s trio shot, above. 

 
 Randy Ray has moved closer to finish of 

his Panther that began as an Internet club 

group build challenge. 

 
 



  

Eugenie Ray is working on another ingenious Humor In Modelling entry for the 

US Nationals. This time it’s a Suessian based play on words. The Gotha twin jet 

was designed by the Horten brothers, and Ho-229 was its alternative moniker. 

 

 

 
 

Then we segue to: 



  

“ RED October ” OCTOBER 2025 Fremont Hornets TOM & MOM Winners 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



  

  



  

OPENING FOR MAY – IT’s OFFICIAL AND HERE IS THE REAL FLYER to prove it !! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

AND AT THE END OF SUMMER HERE WE GO A GREAT RETURN from SJVSM 

 



  
 



  

AND THEN IN OCTOBER DOWN SO CAL WAY 



  

Coming Up NEXT   
/ 

The Next Hornets Nest Night Is  MARCH 13 2026 
 

REMINDER – WE WILL BE AT OUR OLD MEET VENUE in FREMONT 
 

Thanks to our Treasurer/VP Dave Parks and a long time Club member this great news: 
 

We will begin meeting at 7:30 PM and end by 1030 PM, that is a surety. In rest of these months 

of 2026 we are using this site for Model Talk & Club business to discuss, thanks to two Saints.  
 

IRVINGTON COMMUNITY CENTER , 41885 Blacow Road, Fremont CA 
  

 
 

Located across street from Irvington High School Corner of GreenPark Dr & Blacow Rd 
 

         PLUS IN A FUTURE NEXT EDITION 
 

WE MAY SEE MORE NEW MATERIAL OF WHAT WENT ON AT THE LAST FEW 2025 HORNETS NESTS or other events STAY TUNED 
 

ALONG WITH COVERAGE OF MORE NEWS OF OUR HOSTING A TRI CITY EIGHTEEN  LATER THIS YEAR 

 

Reminder : http://fremonthornets.yolasite.com/   Just three little pages. 
 

1. Mick Burton, madman at large  – DAZE61283@mypacks.net                 

2. ( sole fool responsible for bad content or rude comment here )  “ Come for the models  Stay for the Sarcasm “ 

http://fremonthornets.yolasite.com/
mailto:DAZE61283@mypacks.net

