
  

    AN  UNAUTHORIZED  ( mostly due to unnecessity, also because I said so being I’m the Author )  PUBLICATION  
 

The BUZZ – of  The Fremont Hornets V.1  
 

Issue 143Z                                      February 25  2026  

 

 

 

 

Somehow managing to wing it for now over 49 years…  
 

Welcome                
 

IN THIS SPECIAL EDITION COVERAGE ISSUE – You will find:  

(basically in the listed order, tho a stream of consciousness device) 

 LATEST BUZZ  ( Issue’s Editorial, bearing no relation to the picture on the right ) 

Also: What comprises other contents …  Can they be summarized ? YES 

Room for REVEAL of past Hornets Nest (SEPTEMBER 2025)  
 

ALSO another full look at current event calendar for 2026 
 

You May Call This BUZZ  The “ Try To Remember Our Sweet September ” 
 

                                                    ALL INSIDE THIS 

CERTIFIABLY ANCIENT PRODUCTION 
(well, maybe just the Editor) 

Reminder : http://fremonthornets.yolasite.com/   Just three little pages 

                          Not a lot to dig through , + Events Calendar web page 3, ALWAYS 

http://fremonthornets.yolasite.com/


  

                        THE Latest BUZZ  (as of  FEB 25  2026 738 PM) 
(a Short Take On Present Buzz) by Mick Burton, Buzz Editor 

YES! Now # 144 In case you are a new reader, the Issue number is off by one always, since # 0  

was outset of this lark. That clarified or muddied, let’s get to some actual important business!  
 

 

“ THANK YOU A LOT, RAMON and FELLOW MUDDLERS, For this ” 

 
    

 Now you should know, that again Editor 

had completed this BUZZ issue and even 

proofed it best he could, 24+ hours back 

from this production you see here now. 
 

 Again, he was frustrated not having any 

right sort of Editorial answer here and so 

wrapped himself into more Gordian knots  
 

 There are yet two more back issues to do 

and now thanks to another Editor and damn 

good man, I have been inspired to make as 

good as it gets effort to close in on backlog 

PLUS launch something new. In part that is 

to commemorate the few and the many as a 

chapter again turns, Ramon won’t be doing 

anymore of these fun informative issues. He 

took over after legendary Lester Tockerman 

got this ship launched anew. Thanks to him 

I have a possible means to improve future 

BUZZ meeting news content. Ramon, you 

are blessed. BUZZ Show & Tell card, yes! 

Stay tuned readers, next issue is on way soon -mb 



  

MARCH 13 2026 Free Hornets MOM & TOM theme: 
 

MECHATRONIC Menagerie  

 
 

WHAT? REAL SIMPLE : 
 

Up to FIVE total (ANY MODEL associated with Gundam or Mecha genre) 
 

 

GO WITH IT!  BE A SAVAGE COMPETITOR 

 

JUST SO YOU KNOW (and can plan ahead, you savage, you) Here’s what else on: 

 

https://freehornetsannex2.yolasite.com/tom-april-2026.php   “ACES HIGH” 

 

https://freehornetsannex2.yolasite.com/tom-may-2026.php  “ MAXIMUM OVERDRIVE ” 

 

https://freehornetsannex2.yolasite.com/tom-june-2026.php  “JUST IN TIME” 

 

https://freehornetsannex2.yolasite.com/tom-july-2026.php “ JIG IS UP ” 

 

https://freehornetsannex2.yolasite.com/tom-august-2026.php “AFTER THE RAIN STOPS ” 

https://freehornetsannex2.yolasite.com/tom-april-2026.php
https://freehornetsannex2.yolasite.com/tom-may-2026.php
https://freehornetsannex2.yolasite.com/tom-june-2026.php
https://freehornetsannex2.yolasite.com/tom-july-2026.php
https://freehornetsannex2.yolasite.com/tom-august-2026.php


  

Steel Yourselves for An Absolutely Sterling SEPTEMBER ‘25 

Yes, here we are taking a 

good bit of the available 

space at Games/Fremont 

in September. Keeping at 

theme of the month too,  

soon you will see how.  



  

For now, TOM/MOM competition theme here was “STEEL and STERLING”. There was also a priorly scheduled Club 

Contest  “FELONIOUS FELINES” for this month’s meeting and all these results be at end as I  go through all the models 

 

Ben Pada carries his WIP lovelies in what appears to be as 

casual manner as does Editor, minus the old clothes as bed  
 

 

Not true, he loads them safely in his car for the trip up 

North, then totes them in this light duty carrier means .   
 

 Meeting already underway when he seated but I took as 

good as could pics of his two 1/48 wonders as I ran meet. 

 Ben had another fine P-47D Razorback Thunderbolt, 

this time it’s “Spirit of Lodi”. Aggressiively posed in box 

at a 2 seater trainer A6M Zero just trying to get by 



  

Mark Schynert was intently examining models soon to be seen, for now we’ll  

take a look at the WIP pair Mark had for us that night. Like Ben’s, these aren’t 

in the TOM/MOM or Felonious Felines competion, so there you have it. . 

 

In gray paint, DH Mosquito. In resin, twin boom XP-49 Lightning 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Here is what Mark was espying, a 

goodly group quad done in 1/72 by 

Chris Bucholtz 

 

The Canadian Chevrolet WW2 cargo 

truck above, and his nice vignetted 

Hawker Hurricane on left, on their 

own. The FM-2 Wildcat “Mah Baby” 

and the vignetted F6F Hellcat, they 

were “Felonious Felines” for night. 



  

 



  

 

 

 Ethan Larson may forgive 

me for not having any details 

here for sharing. If I don’t 

insist on renaming him ERIC 

which has been an occurrence 

in BUZZ at times, inexplicable 

and odd yes 

 Any how, the grey and brown 

multi turret armor I think is a 

Warhammer 40K AFV and in 

process of being finished. 

 The five figures, while again I 

am not recalling much, betting 

gaming sources here. 

 Really good production values every 

time I see his works at meetings and 

again I wish I would get better notes 

and my ability to later recall memory. 

 Appreciate muchly how he, Aaron, 

Angela and his dad John helped move 

me into the breaking out of a Sci Fi 

Wargaming figures/vehicles category 

for TriCity. Better for all and helps 

also give better visibility to genres.   

My apologies if in error here, but not 

record that any were contestants for 

either Felines or Steel competitions 



  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking now at the tall character on right, might be case made that’s a lotta metal going on, for “Steel…” Nice work h 



  

 Bob Meyers was the folk responsible for the brightly colored mystery piece in the picture of Ethan’s table sharing two pages 

up, now seen on corner left below. That’s his “cat camouflaged”, “deformed” WW2 German Heavy Tank (a Tiger !). It being a 

contestant for “Felonious Felines” club contest as set forth by previous President and current hapless Editor. Here in his hand, a 

2nd contestant in 1/35, mighty SturmTiger assault gun. Check out those shells. 380mm rocket there, 150mm steel frontal armor  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 Okay, for the record here, SturmTiger was dual eligible so in “Felines” and “Steel & Sterling” 

as one has to credit that 150mm frontal armor some, no? Here is closer look at his “ Heavy” cat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 John Larson may have intended to enter this as a dual eligible, however I was too harried keeping meet going to know. The 

Star Wars franchise may be where this fits in. All I recalled in my notes is that it was specifically for the Steel and Sterling ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 Basil Medeiros had this very well done WIP  

Which he spoke about just as well. Alas, now 

the Editor only can plead ignorance,  have a 

greater appreciation for how stuff gets so 

mangled “in popular usage”.  

 In looking up on the ‘net, for help getting 

some respectable writing to support this fine 

AFV model of his; I learned that “ a Super 

Sherman ” nomenclature is not really any 

broad applique. But specifically pertains to a 

subset of M1 76mm gun equipped w/HVSS 

 Still, it got me to know that this in family - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 Louis Orselli really had me digging into the ‘net for support. Since 

it dawned on me that other than recognizing this machine as North 

Africa Theatre WW2 Italian desert war vehicle called the Sahariana, 

I was without clue all these years of anything more about it. 

 Truly an adventure worth having, this editing business. Vacuform 

armor and wheeled military vehicles are extremely rare beasts so I 

tip my hat to Louis for having these two underway here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This sturdy looking vehicle was produced (100 units btwn 1942/43) by S.P.A.  (Societa Piemontese Automobili) Viberti which 

ended up acquired by FIAT (Fabricca Italiano Automobili.Torino). Which seems to be pretty much the rule for any Italian auto 

firms in Turin I found out. The Sahariana was the Royal Italian Army’s answer to the British LRDG vehicles, and did so serve 

well as it worked out, yet more of them ended up in police duties in cityscapes for much of their history. In fact apparently a 

specific type was built post war for use by State Police, and painted amaranth red which must have been quite strikig to see, this 

big machine, tooling about streets of Rome and other locales 



  

So, in addition, Louis had this Fiat 508CM Italian WW2 Staff car, which also had some pretty cool schemes in its heyday. That 

Torpedo Militare sounds pretty aggressive, right? However, it’s a reference to this being a special military spec issued body of  

original “torpedo bodied” popular civilian Fiat 508 “Ballila”. That Ballila reference can lead you down wrong rabbit hole , too. 

SO while I still can’t tell you much about this kit, thanks to Louis I now have a greater appreciation than ever for the complexity 

of Italian politics and automotive history. I look forward to seeing how both these vacuform wonders turn out when finished. 



  

A true first hand look at this FIAT CM 508, which has definite relationship lines to its civilian version especially in front end 

 

And yes you’re correct if you have determined these two weren’t put in as entries for TOM/MOM or the Felonious Felines 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Mark Balderrama wasn’t just a prolific entrant in the Steel and Sterling 

TOM/MOM competition, he also was bearing models to share looks at. 
 

As you can see, Peter was making sure I saw the Roden XC-99 in 1/144 

which until that meeting, I had no clue existed. Now I will seek it out as 

another Holy Grail, thanks you two. As well, the WB-57D that Mark is 

looking over. As having both the vac conversion and excruciating Mach 

2 injection RB-57D in 1/72, know too well that 1/144 scale is truly way 

to do these “pterosaur winged” Canberras, otherwise go rent a hangar ! 
 

 Yes, Mark’s T-33, Ki-45, T-34, Ki-61, F-15 Streak Eagle here are 1/44 



  

 

Dave Balderrama had a huge surprise 

m store for the Editor as well, with this 

1/35 scale resin cast PACV. Again fun 

in the research, as I had only smatter of 

knowledge of these intriguing vessels. 
 

 While the entire history of these unique 

machines is too much to relay here, the 

British really paved the way here and a 

set of 6 US military PACVs served long 

duty during the Vietnam conflict,really! 
 

 David’s rare and amazingly less than in 

“unobtainium class” priced kit here has 

look of the US Navy version that was a 

lot closer to the British antecedent. The 

PACV reference by the way, breaks to 

mean a Patrol, Air Cushion Vehicle 

 David had an entry too for Steel and Sterling. That’s 

his Metal Earth all steel kit of the Star Wars AT-AT ! 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Angela Falvey made it to the meeting fairly early, yet ended up being squished into a corner with her models in short order here 

 

 I know this in part, because I had 

to shoot around people’s heads and 

use a zoom while conducting meet, 

to get even the shots you see here 

 

 Angela carefully explained all the 

basics of her WIP figures and the 

two vehicles, sadly though none of 

my scant recollections come back 

to give you more than these pics. 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 As you could see in the meeting shots and as  I relayed here, 

the space available for September’s meeting did not lend me 

much leeway for getting pictures “ on the fly “ while being 

MC. Such as it was, no other shot to share with you here, of 

Anthony Cheung’s 1/72 scale Supermarine Spitfires from a 

pair of Hasegawa kits, seen below. 

 

In my estimate, Anthony did a hell of a good job on camos, 

as to me the models blend into the box art too, too, well here 

 

It appears Tamas Nemeth was gaining a rueful appreciation 

of my plight as his model Triplane WIP was next up as seen 

on the left. Happily, his Dr.I was a little larger subject  

 

A much better look is below. Fine Dreidecker, Sir. 



  

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Alrighty then, President Jim Bob Koaster made it to the last part of the September 

meeting, which helped the Proxy Prez (Editor) with final judging plus she had the 

latest Pokemon model she’d finished in spite of work and school. Say hello to the 

evolved fire Charcadet (the red Pokemon, far left) into Ceruledge, dark/fire form 

Then we segue to: 



  

“ Felonious Felines ”  SEPTEMBER 2025 Fremont Hornets Club Contest Winners 
   

Third place 

1/72 FM-2 Wildcat 

Chris Bucholtz 
 



  

Second place 

1/72 F6F Hellcat 

Chris Bucholtz 



  

First place – Bob Meyers 

Super Deformed WW2 German Heavy Tank in Cat Camouflage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

“ Steel and Sterling ” SEPTEMBER 2025 Fremont Hornets TOM & MOM Winners 
 

 

 

 

           3rd 

 

          Mark Balderrama 

 

 1/144 Collection of Metal Finishes  
 

 

 

 

 

 

2nd 
 

        John Larson 

 

 1/?  Star Wars craft  



  

 

 

 

           2nd 
 

      John Larson 

 

  1/?  Star Wars craft  
 

 

 

 

 

 

1st 
 

David Balderrama 

 

All Steel Star Wars AT-AT 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

THEME of The MONTH -  STEEL and STERLING (Model of the Month) 

David Balderrama 

All Steel Star Wars AT-AT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

And thus we conclude the September 2025 Hornets Nest, thank you all for another good gig-mb 



  

COMING UP IN APRIL TWO SHOWS two weeks apart OUGHTA BE GOOD ROAD TRIPS 



  

OPENING FOR MAY – IT’s OFFICIAL AND HERE IS THE REAL FLYER to prove it !! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

AND AT THE END OF SUMMER HERE WE GO A GREAT RETURN from SJVSM 

 



  
 



  

AND THEN IN OCTOBER DOWN SO CAL WAY 



   



  

 



  

HIGHLIGHTS of what has changed since the 

original TC-18 launch back in December ‘25 

 

 



  

ADDENDUM made to Special Award  SA 7  for TriCity 18 !! 
 

“ Lightning Strikes Twice ” 

 

TRADITIONALLY, an Award for the Best Twin Engine Lightning 
 

Thusly what is eligible is this: ANY SCALE and ANY VERSION of these listed AIRCRAFT: 
 

English Electric Lightning, Lockheed Aircraft Lightning, Arado AR-234 “Blitz” (Lightning in German) 
 

Take careful note, these are all “Twin Engined” designs at their outset, and all officially “Lightning” by name  
 

As long as your subject entry(ies) fit inside that outline, you’re good to go. IF YOU GO WITH TRADITION 
 

AGAIN BUCKING TRADITION for THIS YEAR’S SA7 AWARD  

POTENTIALLY YOU MAY  

ALSO ENTER 

ANY COMBINATION  

As PAIR of SINGLE ENGINE LIGHTNINGS 

AS OUTLINED: 
 

Examples: J7W1 Shinden (Magnificent Lightning), Macchi MC 200 Saetta (Lightning), Lockheed F-35 (Lightning II), 

N1K1 Shiden and N1K2J Shiden Kai (Violet Lightning and Violet Lightning Improved).  

ANY of THESE in ANY SCALE as long as PAIRED by ONE ENTRANT 
 

REAL SIMPLE: Mary Modeller signs up on SA7 Special Award Sheet noting she has a 1/144th scale F-35 Lightning in Cat 17 

and a 1/32 scale MC 200 in Cat 18. Andy Assembler is right behind her with a 1/72 J7W1 in Cat 7 and a 1/48 N1K2J Shiden 

Kai in Cat 12. Mick Maniac has a 1/32 F-35 in Cat 19 and 1/72 N1K1 Shiden in CAT 7, also a 1/48 MC200 and J7W1 in Cst 

12, as well as a 1/32 scratchbuilt XP-49 in Cat 18 and a 1/72 resin XP-58 in Cat 9 but he forgets about sign up on the sheets so 

Judges safely ignore his entries entirely. So Mary or Andy may win, if no one else has signed up any entries either way.  Got it? 



  

 


