
  

    AN  UNAUTHORIZED  ( mostly due to unnecessity, also because I said so being I’m the Author )  PUBLICATION  
 

The BUZZ – of  The Fremont Hornets V.1  
 

Issue 142Z                                      February 21  2026  

 

 

 

 

Somehow managing to wing it for now over 49 years…  
 

Welcome                
 

IN THIS SPECIAL EDITION COVERAGE ISSUE – You will find:  

(basically in the listed order, tho a stream of consciousness device) 

 LATEST BUZZ  ( Issue’s Editorial, bearing no relation to the picture on the right ) 

Also: What comprises other contents …  Can they be summarized ? YES 

Room for REVEAL of past Hornets Nest (AUGUST 2025) AND UPDATES to TRICITY 18 
 

ALSO another scant look at calendar for 2026, Editorially speaking 
 

You May Call This BUZZ  The “ Closing In Faster To Get Ready To Fall More Behinder Soon ” 
 

                                                    ALL INSIDE THIS 

CERTIFIABLY ANCIENT PRODUCTION 
(well, maybe just the Editor) 

Reminder : http://fremonthornets.yolasite.com/   Just three little pages 

                          Not a lot to dig through , + Events Calendar web page 3, ALWAYS 

http://fremonthornets.yolasite.com/


  

                        THE Latest BUZZ  (as of  FEB 21  2026 418 PM) 
(a Short Take On Present Buzz) by Mick Burton, Buzz Editor 

YES! Now # 143 In case you are a new reader, the Issue number is off by one always, since # 0  

was outset of this lark. That clarified or muddied, let’s get to some actual important business!  
 

 

“ THANK YOU AGAIN, IPMS FED, For This  ”  
https://ipmsusa.org/event/tricity-classic-18-top-gun 

 
    

 Now you can see fun it is 

to be a Contest Director ! 

 The link shall lead you to 

what persistence pays out 

  Check page 40, too -mb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ipmsusa.org/event/tricity-classic-18-top-gun


  

MARCH 13 2026 Free Hornets MOM & TOM theme: 
 

MECHATRONIC Menagerie  

 
 

WHAT? REAL SIMPLE : 
 

Up to FIVE total (ANY MODEL associated with Gundam or Mecha genre) 
 

 

GO WITH IT!  BE A SAVAGE COMPETITOR 

 

JUST SO YOU KNOW (and can plan ahead, you savage, you) Here’s what else on: 

 

https://freehornetsannex2.yolasite.com/tom-april-2026.php   “ACES HIGH” 

 

https://freehornetsannex2.yolasite.com/tom-may-2026.php  “ MAXIMUM OVERDRIVE ” 

 

https://freehornetsannex2.yolasite.com/tom-june-2026.php  “JUST IN TIME” 

 

https://freehornetsannex2.yolasite.com/tom-july-2026.php “ JIG IS UP ” 

 

https://freehornetsannex2.yolasite.com/tom-august-2026.php “AFTER THE RAIN STOPS ” 

https://freehornetsannex2.yolasite.com/tom-april-2026.php
https://freehornetsannex2.yolasite.com/tom-may-2026.php
https://freehornetsannex2.yolasite.com/tom-june-2026.php
https://freehornetsannex2.yolasite.com/tom-july-2026.php
https://freehornetsannex2.yolasite.com/tom-august-2026.php


  

What ? An AUGUST MEETING ? Indeed and Awesome – 



  

Yet, enough data sorted/parsed beforehand so going on to give this catchup 

plus of course, to answer what I think I am up to here, all. Just keeping up 

with the theme of the month, in utmost Editorial fashion heh heh heh … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Since most are customarily ignoring me, I’ll tell Dave. 

Here in case by now you’d forgotten what that was : 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 Jim Priete (in part due to my pestering him to consider doing this, ahead of time) got this theme off to great start by bringing 

on the 5 model maximum per entrant limit, thanks ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 Jim’s 1/72nd scale early glass nose 

Consolidated B-24 Liberator here 

shows well areas he’s worked on 

with deadly intent 

 

Even though a much newer molding 

than some in this scale ( I forgot kit 

he used and having lost the valued 

notes…), clearly plenty places as in 

the older kits that still call for work  

  

 Definitely a WIP for over a year so 

meets the standard for contesting  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 Jim’s F7U-3 Cutlass in 1/72 here has to be the Fujimi kitting, as only they had done (well) a small series of that family goodly 

time “back in the day” (yes, we thought that was the new Golden Age of plastic models, little did we know!) Love to see done! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 A 1/35th Hummel underway by Jim, not clear if the metal barrel was part of the kit or an aftermarket now. Pretty sure the white 

styrene you see here and there are improvements made to the kit by Jim. 

 



  

Just an aside so you know now, TOM/MOM competition results will be at end of article, I will just go through all the models 

 

  Jim’s Lancia World Rally Car 

(WRC) in 1/24 is pretty far on its 

way and again looks very good 
 

  Again no details now to share, I 

am only sure much more than year 

old start point and perhaps kit not 

even available easily anymore 

 

 On the left, a definite rarity and 

one I have myself not yet started 

that dear departed Cliff Kranz did 

pester me for a couple years before 

he left us. 
 

 That’s the early postwar US Army 

rocket research V-2 known as the 

“Project Bumper” in 1/72nd scale. 
 

 We, the Soviet Union and to a 

smaller degree, UK and France, 

took home many A-4 rockets at the 

end of World War Two (A-4 was 

the actual designation of what is 

popularly known as the “V-2”, as 

that is initialism for the Fuhrer’s 

“Vergeltungswaffe Zwei” callout, 

aka Vengeance Weapon 2 ) 
 

 Bumper combined US made WAC 

Corporal sounding rocket with the 

V-2, for developing 2 stage rockets 



  

Next up, David Parks with non theme subjects that were a treat to see, check out these three: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 “ Devestating Deb ” was just that to her opponents !  While being flown by other than the assigned pilot who named her, 

colorful P-47M Thunderbolt scored a kill on Me-262 twin jet and damaged another. Later the assigned pilot J C Fahringer got 

his 4th and final kill, it too a Me-262, in this plane. The “M” was designed to be a “jet and buzz bomb killer” and so it went ! 

 



  

My memory is not strong, but Revell did release 1/72nd P-47M and my bet this is the very kit David so grandly rendered here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

David’s Supermarine Spitfire also 1/72nd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Lastly, one of the few P-51D Mustangs the Germans managed to capture intact and test fly, bet they knew war was over then ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

  



  

Mark Balderrama brought two entries, one is a car whose identity eludes me at this time, and the other a kit I was too familiar 

with why it was in his “ Any Day Now “ queue. The Meikraft D-558-1 Skystreak is legendary for “near unbuildability”. I did 

finish mine, took more work than most vacuforms 3x its size (it’s inject molded) and Mark wasn’t enjoying his much either. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Here a couple of better looks at Mark’s mystery to me auto, really nice work here, right? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 David Balderrama had this intriguing re-release of the “ Grey “ Alien 

which he said was resurrected for this contest and to finish by next week 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Due a last minute SVSM 

club contest “ A Touch of 

Grey” coming up then. 
 

 His Hannabu 2 Saucer in 

1/144 is another entrant, a 

Pegasus Models gem. It’s 

based on a theoretical one 

from WW2 Germany… 



  

Anthony Cheung carries on the love and respect for oldie but goodie kits, this is Monogram’s 1/48th DH Mosquito, underway 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Anthony found the kit to his liking and at a reasonable price. He learned of its multiple variant origin (like their P-38 of old, 

you get 5 versions to choose from in the box) settled on this fighter bomber version as his path to take. Looking good and he 

said he is having fun, so there’s no better way to say Tony hit the whole point dead on, no? Not in Any Day Now contest… 



  

Angela Falvey had two subjects to share, neither also were in the theme for August, FYI. The incredibly green work and her 

then latest group of finished figures, again Editor rues moment he lost track of the detailed notes for times like this ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REALLLLLY nice work Angela, and I am jealous of that vivid green -ed 

 

 

While on ttopic of figures and wargaming, on right Ethan Larson’s work 

 

 Four figures and an aggressive armored piece fully crewed were there 

 

For August Antics. Not part of the Any Day Now by far, needed done now 

 

 

 

 

 



  

I believe this is a Warhammer 40K subject, in any case it exudes purpose and focused hard at the mission, doesn’t it? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

The same could easily be said 

 

of all these, three of which I 

 

hazard a guess are in class of 

 

Fighting Suits 

 

I easily could be mistaken, too 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In which case I will be sentenced to go to  

 

Editor Re-Education Camp and all of my 

 

Errors, Omissions and Commissions will 

 

gleefully return to remind me…AGAIN 



  

 

Meanwhile… 

 

HOW ABOUT  

 

THIS GUNDAM 

 

Of Aaron Rhetta’s? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then we segue to: 



  

“ ANY DAY NOW ” AUGUST 2025 Fremont Hornets Club Contest Winners 
(And YES there were TWO Second Place wins this month, sue me, my money and I couldn’t judge it otherwise in my book) 

 

 

 

           3rd 

 

  Jim Priete 

 

  1/35 Hummel 
 

 

 

 

2nd 
 

             David Balderrama 

 

           1/144 Hannabu II Saucer 



  

 

 

 

 

 

                        2nd 
 

                   Jim Priete 

 

  1/24 Lancia WRC 
 

 

 

 

 

 

1st 
 

Mark Balderrama 
 

1/72 Meikraft D-558-1 Skystreak 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

THEME of The MONTH ANY DAY NOW’s (Model of the Month) 
 

Mark Balderrama 

1/72 Meikraft D-558 Skystreak 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And this concludes our coverage of 2025 Hornets Nest AUGUST, Thank you for a fine meet -mb 



  

COMING UP IN APRIL TWO SHOWS two weeks apart OUGHTA BE GOOD ROAD TRIPS 



  

OPENING FOR MAY – IT’s OFFICIAL AND HERE IS THE REAL FLYER to prove it !! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

AND AT THE END OF SUMMER HERE WE GO A GREAT RETURN from SJVSM 

 



  
 



  

AND THEN IN OCTOBER DOWN SO CAL WAY 



   



  

 



  

HIGHLIGHTS of what has changed since the 

original TC-18 launch back in December ‘25 

 

 



  

ADDENDUM made to Special Award  SA 7  for TriCity 18 !! 
 

“ Lightning Strikes Twice ” 

 

TRADITIONALLY, an Award for the Best Twin Engine Lightning 
 

Thusly what is eligible is this: ANY SCALE and ANY VERSION of these listed AIRCRAFT: 
 

English Electric Lightning, Lockheed Aircraft Lightning, Arado AR-234 “Blitz” (Lightning in German) 
 

Take careful note, these are all “Twin Engined” designs at their outset, and all officially “Lightning” by name  
 

As long as your subject entry(ies) fit inside that outline, you’re good to go. IF YOU GO WITH TRADITION 
 

AGAIN BUCKING TRADITION for THIS YEAR’S SA7 AWARD  

POTENTIALLY YOU MAY  

ALSO ENTER 

ANY COMBINATION  

As PAIR of SINGLE ENGINE LIGHTNINGS 

AS OUTLINED: 
 

Examples: J7W1 Shinden (Magnificent Lightning), Macchi MC 200 Saetta (Lightning), Lockheed F-35 (Lightning II), 

N1K1 Shiden and N1K2J Shiden Kai (Violet Lightning and Violet Lightning Improved).  

ANY of THESE in ANY SCALE as long as PAIRED by ONE ENTRANT 
 

REAL SIMPLE: Mary Modeller signs up on SA7 Special Award Sheet noting she has a 1/144th scale F-35 Lightning in Cat 17 

and a 1/32 scale MC 200 in Cat 18. Andy Assembler is right behind her with a 1/72 J7W1 in Cat 7 and a 1/48 N1K2J Shiden 

Kai in Cat 12. Mick Maniac has a 1/32 F-35 in Cat 19 and 1/72 N1K1 Shiden in CAT 7, also a 1/48 MC200 and J7W1 in Cst 

12, as well as a 1/32 scratchbuilt XP-49 in Cat 18 and a 1/72 resin XP-58 in Cat 9 but he forgets about sign up on the sheets so 

Judges safely ignore his entries entirely. So Mary or Andy may win, if no one else has signed up any entries either way.  Got it? 



  

 


